
Data Guide for Tax Increment Financing Districts Dashboard 
 

1) The financial data for 2017 and later is from the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Annual Report – 
Analysis of Special Tax Allocation Fund dataset found on the Chicago Data Portal: 
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/Tax-Increment-Financing-
TIF-Annual-Report-Analysis/qm7s-3ctt. 

 
a. A CSV file with the data can be exported from the Chicago Data Portal: 

 
 

b. The CSV file includes TIF District numbers and names in the leftmost columns: 

 
 

c. The OIG Dashboard on TIF Fund Balances presents data from columns on the right in the 
CSV file—Distribution of Surplus, Fund Balance, Amount Designated – Debt Obligations, 
Amount Designated – Project Costs, and Surplus/Deficit: 

 
 

https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/Tax-Increment-Financing-TIF-Annual-Report-Analysis/qm7s-3ctt
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/Tax-Increment-Financing-TIF-Annual-Report-Analysis/qm7s-3ctt


d. The OIG Dashboard on TIF Cash Flows additionally presents data from columns 
providing revenue and expenditure information: 

   
 

e. For the OIG Dashboards, some corrections were made to the CSV file to account for 
missing or mistyped data as well as internal inconsistencies (e.g., Fund Balance not 
matching the sum of Amounts Designated and Surplus/Deficit). 

 
2) Itemized expenditure data by category for 2017 and later is from the Tax Increment Financing 

(TIF) Annual Report – Itemized List of Expenditures from the Special Tax Allocation Fund dataset 
found on the Chicago Data Portal: 
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/Tax-Increment-Financing-
TIF-Annual-Report-Itemized/umwj-yc4m.  
 

a. A CSV file with the data can be exported from the Chicago Data Portal: 

 
 

b. The CSV file provides cash expenses for each TIF fund in each year broken down across a 
variety of expense categories: 

 
 

c. For the OIG Dashboard on TIF Cash Flows, the itemized expenditure data was joined to 
the financial data using TIF District numbers. 

 

https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/Tax-Increment-Financing-TIF-Annual-Report-Itemized/umwj-yc4m
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/Tax-Increment-Financing-TIF-Annual-Report-Itemized/umwj-yc4m


3) The designation and final years for each TIF District are pulled from the TIF Status and Eligibility 
dataset and the TIF District Programming dataset on the Chicago Data Portal: 
 

a. TIF Status and Eligibility: 
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/TIF-Status-and-
Eligibility/3qsz-jemf. 

 
i. A CSV file with the data can be exported from the Chicago Data Portal: 

 
 

ii. The CSV file provides timeframe data for TIF Districts identified by numbers and 
names: 

 
 

b. TIF District Programming: 
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/TIF-District-
Programming-2023-2027/bcqv-t97y/about_data 

 
i. A CSV file with the data can be exported from the Chicago Data Portal: 

 

 
 

https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/TIF-Status-and-Eligibility/3qsz-jemf
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/TIF-Status-and-Eligibility/3qsz-jemf
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/TIF-District-Programming-2023-2027/bcqv-t97y/about_data
https://data.cityofchicago.org/Community-Economic-Development/TIF-District-Programming-2023-2027/bcqv-t97y/about_data


ii. The CSV file provides timeframe data for non-expired TIF Districts identified by 
numbers and names: 

 
 

c. For the OIG Dashboards, the expiration year was determined to be the highest 
expiration year listed for a TIF District in the TIF Programming District or TIF Status and 
Eligibility dataset (e.g., the later expiration year in cases where an extension of a TIF 
District time frame was reflected in one dataset but not the other).  
 

d. For the OIG Dashboards, corrections were made to some TIF District numbers where 
erroneous numbers were identified by comparing TIF District names between the 
timeframe data and the financial data. 

 
e. For the OIG Dashboards, the timeframe data was joined to the financial data using TIF 

District numbers. 
 

4) Raw data (not used in the OIG Dashboards) can be found in individual TIF Districts’ Annual 
Reports provided by the Chicago Department of Planning and Development: 
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/tif-district-annual-reports-2004-
present.html  

 
a. Annual Reports going back to 1997 are provided as PDF files. 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/tif-district-annual-reports-2004-present.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/tif-district-annual-reports-2004-present.html

