OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

City of Chicago
180 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2000
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Telephone: (773) 478-7799
Fax: (773) 478-3949

Joseph M. Ferguson
Inspector General

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
October 18, 2011

CONTACT: (773) 478-0534
Jonathan Davey

IGO Releases 2011 Third Quarter Report
On October 14, 2011, the City of Chicago Office of Inspector General (IGO) transmitted its third quarter
report for 2011 to the City Council and City officials. Available on the IGO website, the report provides
a summary of IGO activity from July 1 through September 30, 2011.
“The IGO remains committed to operating as transparently as possible,” said Inspector General Joe
Ferguson. “These allow City stakeholders to better understand the IGO’s role in City government, and
City residents to see the ways in which their government functions.”
In addition to narrative summaries of IGO investigations, the report includes specific policy
recommendations the IGO has proposed to the City, and updates of the IGO’s Shakman Oversight
activities, the IGO’s Open Chicago project, and IGO investigations that have led to criminal charges.
The IGO also released a separate public report and additional recommendations stemming from an
investigation into mileage reimbursement claims in the Fire Prevention Bureau (FPB). In short, the IGO
found that in 2009 – just a one-year snapshot of what many in the CFD volunteered has been a decadeslong practice – 54 FPB inspectors and supervisors conservatively stole approximately $100,000 taxpayer
dollars by filing false certifications for mileage reimbursement.
As detailed in the report, the IGO
recommended the termination of these 54 employees and also made a number of program
recommendations respecting the City’s fire prevention inspection function based on information and
analysis developed through the investigation.
Following CFD’s response to the investigation, the IGO made two additional recommendations. First,
the IGO recommended the Administration issue an executive order that establishes theft of City funds or
property as a per se terminable offense for all City employees without regard to the knowledge,
acquiescence, encouragement or involvement of supervisory personnel, and (2) requires City employees
who have knowledge of City employees, including supervisory personnel, engaging in such theft to
report it to the IGO.. Second, given that the inspectors who were the subject of investigation have a
formal record of theft and dishonesty, the IGO recommends that the CFD create a method of alerting
prosecutors, judges and attorneys to this investigation’s findings should any of the inspectors be required
to provide testimony in criminal, civil, and or administrative proceedings.
The Fire Prevention Bureau Report can be found online at the IGO website.
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